DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

the eldest daughter at home, and her mother in her
diary always speaks of her with the warmest affection,,
as the greatest comfort to her and a treasure of a
child. But mixed with her affection was that maternal
possessiveness with which the Queen always regarded
her daughters. " I shall not let her marry/' she wrote
to Uncle Leopold, " as long as I can reasonably
delay her doing so."1

Next to Alice came Alfred : if his elder brother
was a disappointment, he did much to compensate
for it. As destined for the Navy, he had to start
early on his career, and was already lost to the
permanent home circle, for six months after his
eldest sister's marriage he passed his midshipman's
examination, and on his parent's return from their
visit to Germany, he met them at Osbornc, very
smart and shy in his new uniform. The Queen aud
his father were extremely proud of him. The
examination, said the Prince Consort, was particu-
larly difficult (although the usual one) and he sent
Lord Derby, the Prime Minister, all the papers,
with an account of Alfred's brilliance* Lord Derby
appears to have been very much impressed and
replied with suitable gravity : "I could not but
be very grateful that no such examination was
necessary to qualify Her Majesty's Ministers for
their office, as it would seriously increase the
difficulty of forming an Administration/* The small
boy went out on his ship to Malta, and the tactful
Governor wrote to say that he had been received
with " reverence and loyalty/* He came home

1 Martin, Life of Prince Consort, IV, 427,
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